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EPIPHANY MUSING  

 

“God’s divine power has given us 
everything we need.” (2 Peter 1:3a)  

 

There is a story from many decades ago that 
tells of a small town newspaper editor who was 
sitting at his desk one night trying to write an 
editorial.  After struggling with the words for 
about an hour, he paused from his labor and 
happened to glance down at the floor.  What he 
saw became the subject of his weekly passage. 
The editor observed a large black beetle lying on 
its back, vainly trying to turn over.  The editor 
watched as it struggled with its legs sticking 
straight up in the air trying to grasp something 
so it could turn over.  The beetle worked until it 
was exhausted and then lay motionless as if 
dead.  It might have died there if the editor had 
not given it a boast. The incident made an 
impression on the editor.  He found it interesting 
that the poor creature had evidently forgotten 
that under its shell it had strong wings it could 
have used to extricate itself from its perilous 

position. Later that night he wrote, “Is 
humankind any wiser than the beetle?  Some 
are, but many are just as helpless when ‘placed 
on their back.’  They fret and fume and paw the 
air and say they never had a chance, waiting for 
someone to come along and place them ‘on 
their feet again.’  They forget to use the 
resources they have to help them in times of 
trouble.” 
  

God has furnished us with “wings” to help us in 
our day to day struggles.  Our resources include 
prayer, patience, humor, friends, creativity, 
faith, and determination, all of which can get us 
out of difficult situations.  That’s quite an 
impressive list when you look at it.  And what is 
really amazing is the list is endless.  We have 
more resources than most of us realize or will 
ever use. We do have everything we need.  It is 
all part of God’s amazing grace and love.  As we 
have been blessed with resources, we also 
become God’s resources, serving God’s church 
with our many talents and gifts. 
 

It’s still early in a new year, so take time to do a 
personal inventory of all your resources.  How 
many of these resources are available to your 
church? God has given us resources for the 
purpose of doing God’s work on earth, helping 
others, and furthering God’s kingdom. In 2021, 
let’s respond in faith to all God has provided, for 
“God’s divine power has given us everything we 
need.”   
 
 

Epiphany & Lent Blessings!  + Pastor Rick 
Happy moments, praise God. 
Difficult moments, seek God. 
Quiet moments, worship God. 
Painful moments, trust God. 
Every moment, thank God. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEMBER MUSING  
 

“Be Unafraid” 
 

Becoming part of Trinity is a blessing I treasure. 
Being asked by Pastor Rick to contribute to the 
Newsletter is an honour. You may remember 
when we were Partners in Mission when I was 
pastor of Peace Mississauga and shared in a 
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number of exchanges.  You may not know that 
my mother was from Trinity, Florence Wilker, the 
daughter of Conrad and Elizabeth, who taught 
for several years at the Blum school which no 
longer exists before she married my father and 
settled in London where I grew up. 
 

How things have changed.  Here we are in the 
middle of a pandemic where we can’t gather to 
worship and can only talk to each other wearing 
masks, unless we have our ‘little bubble’.  Pastor 
Rick asked me to write something after I shared 
my dismay at the cover story in the Canada 
Lutheran, ‘A Covid Christmas’.  ‘Separate and 
isolate’ is my understanding of the government 
and health care approach to handling the covid 
virus and the church has bought into it.  The 
result is FEAR.  We cannot sing, touch, eat or 
drink together except in ‘little bubbles’. This 
prevents from being human beings and ignores 
the Spirit, our breath for living, a sure path for 
death by fear. 
 

I don’t have the answers to deal with covid but 
fear is not one of them.  Fear destroys our ability 
to respond.  The first words in announcing the 
Saviour of the nations were, “Do not be afraid”, 
or, as I prefer to say, “Be unafraid.”  Choose life, 
your life, in the face of destructive forces that 
seek to control and diminish the good life God 
has given us.  Be the person God has given you, 
a light in a chaotic world. With a prayer that we 
may sing, touch, eat and drink together, live life 
as God gave it. 
 

Retired Pastor Robert. 
 

[Retired Pastor Robert Hutchison joined our 
congregation in 2020. When we are able to in-person 
worship he is accompanied by his spouse Lisa.] 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Sunday Lectionary Readings 
Revised Common Lectionary 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
The Year of Mark “B” 

 
ORDER OF READINGS: 
First Reading / Psalm  

Second Reading / Gospel 
 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 
 

+ Epiphany 5 - Sunday, February 7, 2021   
Isaiah 40:21-31 / Psalm 147:1-11, 20c  
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 / Mark 1:29-39  
 

+ Transfiguration - Sunday, February 14, 2021   
2 Kings 2:1-12 / Psalm 50:1-6  
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 / Mark 9:2-9  
 

Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12 / Psalm 51:1-17  
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 / Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
 

+ Lent 1 - Sunday, February 21, 2021   
Genesis 9:8-17 / Psalm 25:1-10  
1 Peter 3:18-22 / Mark 1:9-15  
 

+ Lent 2 - Sunday, February 28, 2021   
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 / Psalm 22:23-31  
Romans 4:13-25 / Mark 8:31-38  
 

MARCH 2021 

 
+ Lent 3 - Sunday, March 7, 2021  
Exodus 20:1-17 / Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 / John 2:13-22 
 

+ Lent 4 - Sunday, March 14, 2021  
Numbers 21:4-9 / Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 / John 3:14-21 
 

+ Lent 5 - Sunday, March 21, 2021  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 / Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 
119:9-16 Hebrews 5:5-10 / John 12:20-33 
 

+ Passion Sunday - Sunday, March 28, 2021  
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 (Processional 
Gospel) Isaiah 50:4-9a / Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 / Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-
39 (40-47) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 PRAYERS  
 

“...I was sick and you took care of me...” 

(Matthew 25:36) 
 

Please reach out to those who suffer in any way of 

mind, body, or spirit, and for those who are growing 

in their faith, and care for them through the power of 

prayer. 
 

 Prayers for the world: The victims, families, 

and others affected by war, natural disasters, 

poverty, disease, oppressive governmental policies. 

Those impacted by the COVID-19. 
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 Special Prayers for members of our 

congregation and of the community:  

Bob Sim. 
 
 

 Our members who reside in retirement / 

nursing homes and other facilities of care: Ruth 

Heinbuch, Evelyn Hitzeroth,  Marie Matthies, 

Marcella Herman, Shirley Weicker, Elva Sippel, 

Catherine Sippel. 
  

 Members at home:  

Doris Winhold. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
CURRENT 

ONTARIO GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS 

Level Gray – Lockdown 

 
Wedding services, funeral services and other religious 
services, rites or ceremonies where physical distancing 
can be maintained and in compliance with rules on 
face coverings: 
•10 people indoors 
•10 people outdoors 
 

Drive-in services, rites or ceremonies permitted, 
subject to certain conditions. Virtual services 
permitted.  
 

Trinity Congregational Council voted to suspend in-
person worship services during this current phase of 
the provincial lockdown. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

May we hold high the cherished memories 

of those whose time of departure has come 

and now await the coming of Christ in glory. 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Barbara Matthies-Blikman ~ Feb. 6, 2012 

Marcella “Ebbie” Gregory ~ Feb. 19, 2013 

Martin Blikman ~ Feb. 14, 2019   
 
 

 

MARCH 
 

Arnie Russwurm ~ March 26, 1999 

Violet Bell ~ March 8, 2008 

Dorit Weitzel ~ March 30, 2008 

Mae Yausie ~ March 26, 2009 

Erma Heinbuch ~ March 9, 2011 

Marie Wittig ~ March 27, 2011 

Doris Schaefer ~ March 7, 2015 

Marlene Berg ~ March 21, 2016 

Frank Bickle ~ Mar. 9, 2018 

Russell Yausie ~ March 13, 2018 
 
 

“I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”   

(Psalm 23:6b) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 

1st   Ron Wilker     87 
6th   Jane Wittig    86 

     8th Delores Wettlaufer  81    
 

MARCH 2021 

16th  Catherine Sippel       92 
17th  Geoline Merklinger   94 
22nd  Shirley Weicker        91 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Trinity is currently closed for in-person 
worship services until further notice. Sunday 
on-line audio-visual services and telephone-
access are available. There is also a NVMA 
weekly audio-visual service available. Links 
are sent out weekly. For those that do not 
have internet we continue to provide the 
service via toll-free at 1-833-620-1256. 

 

UPCOMING  

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Epiphany 5  
Sunday, February 7, 2021 

 

Transfiguration  
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

 

Lent 1 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 

 

Lent 2  
Sunday, February 28, 2021 

 

MARCH 2021 
 

Lent 3  
Sunday, March 7, 2021 

 

Lent 4 
 Sunday, March 14, 2021 

 

Lent 5 
 Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 

Passion Sunday 
 Sunday, March 28, 2021 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JAM (JESUS AND ME – Sunday School) 
 

ON PANDEMIC HIATUS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nith Valley Shared Ministry 

Confirmation Program 
 

“God Behind the Stories” 
2021 CONFIRMATION 

SCHEDULE 
 

ALL CLASSES ARE ON-LINE, 

1:00 PM ~ 3:00 PM 
 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 
Profits ~ Rebels 



 TRINITY NOTES & NEWS    

Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Jesus’ Ministry ~ Sermon on the Mount 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Jesus’ Ministry ~ Easter Story 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Acts ~ Early Church… 

Where do we fit in? 
 

NVMA Youth Activities 
 

 
 

 

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NURSING HOME DEVOTIONS 
 

ON PANDEMIC HIATUS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
FUN FOR SENIORS 

Fellowship Lunch 
 

ON PANDEMIC HIATUS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
(We would ask that you share this letter with 
your congregation and supporters, and convey 
to them our deep gratitude for the ministry and 
the partnership we share. In a year that 
continues to be unprecedented in so many 
ways, we remain thankful for your faithfulness 
and generosity.) 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

The Webster’s dictionary defines 
“unprecedented” as “that which has not been 
done or experienced before.” 2020 was a year 
that embodied just that. Few of us have ever 
lived through a global pandemic and the 
uncertainty it causes in just about every aspect 
of life. And yet, in so many ways across our 
Synod, congregations and individuals continue 
to act with amazing resilience, courage and 
faithfulness. It seems like the more uncertain 
things become, the greater the faith that arises 
out of that uncertainty. Our God is amazing and 
gracious like this. Your response has also been 
amazing and gracious. We have just closed the 
books on the fiscal year of 2020, and we wanted 
to write to you to thank you for your continued 
financial support and amazing generosity. We 
have been touched and humbled over the last 
number of weeks by the congregations who 
have reached out to the Synod and have 
communicated their intent to increase their 
benevolence contributions. Thank you for your 
loving and faithful expression of stewardship and 
generous giving which continues to shine 
through this unprecedented time. We feel your 
partnership and we are so very grateful for your 
financial support, and indeed, for all the ways 
you support our ministry together. Thanks to 
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your regular and consistent benevolence 
contributions over the past year, the Synod is 
sitting at around 6% behind where benevolence 
offerings were at year end last year. While this 
still represents a decrease in benevolence 
givings, it is not nearly as catastrophic as it could 
have been. For your faithfulness and generosity, 
we remain so, so grateful. 
 
You will be enriched in every way for your 
great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for the 
rendering of this ministry not only supplies 
the needs of the saints but also overflows 
with many thanksgivings to God. 
(2 Corinthians 9:11-13) 
  
Faithfully yours,  
 

Bishop Michael J. Pryse  
Keith Myra, Treasurer 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ENVELOPE REMINDER 
Church Council, in consultation with the 
Shepherding Committee, decided in 2020 
to discontinue using the traditional boxed 
printed donation envelopes. In place of 
the boxed printed envelopes, there will be 
made available boxes of blank 
envelopes, which will require you to write 
on the front of the blank envelopes your 
previous envelope number, the date, your 
name, and a breakdown of where you 
want the donation to go (Current, 
Missions, Church Improvement Fund, or 
Specials). If you would like a box of these 
blank envelopes (and also when you run 
out) please contact Kim Wettlaufer at the 
church to arrange pick-up.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2020-2021  
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 

COUNCIL CHAIR: Shirley Russwurm 
VICE COUNCIL CHAIR: Jon Ross 
COUNCIL SECRETARY: Janet Heinbuch 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Linda Keller, Joan 
Lupton, Sherri Negrazis, Wayne Perschbacher, 
Donna Swartzentruber, Pastor Rick (Ex-
Officio) 

 

Council Committee Representatives 
 

Social Committee: Sherri Negrazis, Donna 
Swartzentruber. 
Cemetery & Grounds: Wayne Perschbacher, 
Church Property: Wayne Perschbacher. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
HIGHLIGHTS OF E-MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 
 

  ~ Youth: There have been three Zoom Confirmation 
Classes. They are going well and the next one is scheduled 
for February 14, 2021, 1:00-3:00pm.  Classes will continue 
until May. 
  ~ Cemetery: Randy expressed concerns regarding the 
ruts made in the cemetery late this fall. Richard Wilker 
told him not to worry about it as we may have more 
burials over the winter.  The government has instructed 
us to continue burying, weather permitting.  Any ruts or 
other lawn damage can and will be repaired in the spring.  
~ Church Property: Thank you to Paul Heinbuch for taking 
down our Nativity display. The Christmas tree and 
garlands were also taken down in the sanctuary.  We are 
uncertain who took the tree and garlands down at this 
time, but appreciate their efforts non the less.  Another 
thank you goes out to Paul Heinbuch for using his tractor 
to clear our parking lot of the large piles of snow in our 
driveway. 
~ Worship: Marlene’s Christmas service and the 
Christmas Carol Service both went really well.  Thank you 
to all who participated.  Special thanks to Jon for all of his 
time and effort to help create the online Christmas Eve 
service.  It is very much appreciated.  The January 27, 
2021 meeting is cancelled and will be re-scheduled when 
we have a better idea what is going on with the Covid 
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lock down.  We are uncertain whether we will be able to 
have an Easter service at this time, however, if it is 
possible there will be time to plan it come late February.  
All of the online services will continue as we move 
forward into the spring. One final note, the camcorder 
approved at last month’s meeting is on order and will 
hopefully arrive tomorrow.  
~ Finance: The committee has finalize their proposed 
budget.  It will be presented in 7.9.  The E.L.F.E.C 
securities donation totaling $3,445.02 has been placed in 
an investment separate from the Parsonage Fund money. 
We qualified for C.E.W.S (wage subsidy) in June, July and 
August.  September, October and November have not 
been applied for yet.  We would like to express our 
thanks to our congregation members for their support 
during this pandemic.  Their generous donations have 
made things much easier for us and are greatly 
appreciated. 
~ Appointment of Council Committee Representatives – 
Social Committee ~ Sherri Negrazis, Cemetery & Grounds 
~ Wayne Perschbacher, Church Property ~ Wayne 
Perschbacher, Side note Donna Swartzentruber has 
joined the Social Committee. 
~ Synod Assembly Lay Delegate(s) appointments (June 
25 & 26 ~ Online) – Received as information. To be 
discussed further at a future meeting. 
~ Care & Support: Eight meals were delivered before 
Christmas.  The ladies are planning to make more meals 
to top up the freezer.  There is some concern about 
deliveries in January due to the shutdown. The 
committee is looking at waiting to do more deliveries in 
February when things are hopefully a little better. 
~ MOTION: TCC 21-03 MSC – “that we top up the Synod 
Benevolence by $300.00 from the Current Fund.”   
[M – Jon R; S – Wayne P; C] 
~ MOTION: TCC 21-04 MSC – “that Keith purchase a 
$25,000.00 1 year GIC and a $25,000.00 Cashable GIC 
getting the best rates available.” [M – Jon R; S – Sherri N; 
C] 
~ MOTION: TCC 21-05 MSC – “that the financial report for 
December 2020 be received and approved including the 
accounts for December 2020.”  [M – Janet H; S – Linda 
Keller; C] 
~ MOTION:  Motion to permit Annual Budget Meeting to 
take place as an electronic Meeting – Discussed.  The 
decision has been made to combine our Annual 
Congregational Budget Meeting with our Annual                  
Congregational Meeting and to do those as well as future 
meetings for the foreseeable future as E-Meetings. TCC 
21-06 MSC – “that we allow electronic meetings going 
forward.”  [M – Jon R; S – Donna    S; C] 

~ MOTION: TCC 21-07 MSC – “that the date of Sunday, 
March 21, 2021 at 11:00am be accepted as the date of 
our Annual Congregational Budget and Annual 
Congregational meeting.” [M – Linda K; S – Donna S; C] 
~ MOTION: – Discussed. TCC 21-07 MSC – “that we 
accept the amended 2021 Proposed Budget as 
presented.” [M – Jon R; S – Wayne P; C] 
~ Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 
7:00pm.   
~ Adjournment:  8:53 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
FEBRUARY & MARCH  

**AT A QUICK GLANCE** 
 
- Sun. Feb. 7th: Epiphany 5 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Feb. 14th: Transfiguration Worship Service. 
- Sun. Feb. 14th: On-line Confirmation Class, 1-3pm. 
- Tue. Feb. 16th: Synod & NVMA ZOOM meeting. 
- Wed. Feb. 17th: Ash Wednesday Worship Service. 
- Thur. Feb. 17th: Tavistock & Area Ministerial ZOOM 
Monthly meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
- Thur. Feb. 18th: NVMA ZOOM Cluster meeting at 
9:30 a.m. 
- Sun. Feb. 21st: Lent 1 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Feb. 28th: Lent 2 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Mar. 7th: Lent 3 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Mar. 7th: On-line Confirmation Class, 1-3pm. 
- Sun. Mar. 14th: Lent 4 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Mar. 21st: Lent 5 Worship Service. 
- Sun. Mar. 28th: Palm/Passion Worship Service. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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e-news! Would you or someone you know like 

to receive a digital version of this newsletter? 

Please email trinitylcoffice@gmail.com to subscribe. 

If you would like to contribute to an issue of 

“Trinity Notes & News” please contact Pastor Rick 

or Church Secretary Kim Wettlaufer.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SUPPORTER OF TAP 

Tavistock Assistance Program 
“Giving a cup of cold water in 

the name of Jesus” 

519-655-3500   
       tapisforyou@outlook.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
In Ministry Partnership With: 

 

 
TAVISTOCK & AREA MINISTERIAL 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 

1832 ~ 2021 
189 Years of Ministry 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     
 

 
 
 

Spring 2021 
is coming! 
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