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PENTECOST MUSING  

 

“Behold, I Am Doing a New Thing!” 
 

I had the opportunity to represent Trinity 
Tavistock as a Rostered Minister Delegate at the 
Eastern Synod Assembly held Friday, June 25 
through Saturday, June 26, 2021, in my home. 
You might ask about “in my home…?” Yes, there 
I was with about 280 other delegates, in my 
home, over 2 days of assembly sessions that 
consisted of reports, worship, and chat 
camaraderie. “In my home” means of course we 
were on-line! It was quite the experience, with a 
number of glitches and resets and “turn off your 
mute button” and “turn on your mute button.” 
The command of the day was “don’t panic.” A 
lot of conversation between delegates took place 
on the chat module where questions were asked 
and answered and recipes were shared. It was 
two days of unlimited coffee on my recliner in 
my pajamas.  
 

The theme of the Eastern Synod 
Assembly was “Behold, I Am Doing a New 
Thing!” These words come from the book of 
Isaiah, and were very appropriate in that this 
was the first assembly to be held on-line. The 
basis of these words was actually expressing 
where the church finds itself coming out of the 
worst of the pandemic. Certainly churches have 
had to adapt over the past 15 or so months in 
ways we never thought possible. These words 
also take on a future significance as we enter 
into post-pandemic time. What have we 
learned? What do we let go of? What do we 
continue to do? What does the “new” future 
hold for our church? Certainly we cannot just 
return to the pre-pandemic era and disregard 
the incredible hardship we have faced for what 
feels a lot longer than 15 months.  

Overall, I believe the key to embracing “a 
new thing…” will be collaboration between the 
various levels of church that include the Synod, 
the National Church, and the Ministry Areas. Our 
own Nith Valley Ministry Area is currently 
envisioning with its Leadership Team possibilities 
of new things that will build local ministry 
collaboration. The Synod, and its vision for the 
future, very much sees collaborative ministries 
as a way to build on the opportunity for new 
things. Trinity Tavistock is active at both the 
Synod and Ministry Area levels. 

Perhaps the most difficult part of the 
assembly was not being face-to-face and in the 
very presence of one another. Yet, leadership 
accomplishments in the wider church were 
highlighted. NVMA Rostered Leaders celebrating 
ordination anniversaries included our very own 
Rev. Robert Hutchison (60 years); Rev. Rebecca 
Larson (40 years); Rev. Dick Holm (50 years); 
and Rev. Barry Boeckner (50 years). 

We also had 2 NVMA laity members who 
received Leadership Awards: Heidi Van Schaik of 
Trinity, New Hamburg (Exemplary Service to the 
Wider Church); Nancy Hilborn of St. James, New 
Dundee (Exemplary Service to the Wider Church 
[Young Adult]). 
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It was encouraging to hear initiatives that 
challenged us as a church to address issues of 
climate change, racism, hate, and Truth and 
Reconciliation commitments. 

Martin Luther University College enters 
into a future of academic pursuit led by the 
Principal Dean Rev. Dr. Kristine Lund. It is the 
challenge of all congregations in the Eastern 
Synod to raise up leadership candidates for 
ordained ministry. 

These are just a few of my thoughts of 
this year’s assembly on-line gathering. The 
occasion to engage on the synodical level has 
given me hope for a post-pandemic future of 
opportunity and strength to meet ever-changing 
ministry challenges. I would be happy to discuss 
any questions, concerns, or hopes any of you 
may have on your minds. 

After a long sojourn in the dark valley of 
the pandemic, the Eastern Synod, along with its 
ministry partners are embracing the light of 
hope on the horizon that is slowly increasing in 
its life-giving embrace in the months to come. 
May we as the congregation of Trinity follow the 
Spirit and faithfully proclaim, “Behold, I Am 
Doing a New Thing” in all that we do in Christ in 
the months to come. 
 

Pentecost Blessings!  + Pastor Rick 
Happy moments, praise God. 
Difficult moments, seek God. 
Quiet moments, worship God. 
Painful moments, trust God. 
Every moment, thank God. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Member Musing 
Parenting, Extending God’s Image. 

 

When I stop to reflect on what it means to 
be a parent, I am overwhelmed with a humbling 
sense of life that is far greater than me. In this 
busy world with its myriad of opportunities where 
we can spend hours looking for what clothes or 
shoes to wear, buying a new home or improving 
the old one, what vehicle(s) to drive, furthering 
our career, being financially secure (or flush), 
does parenting get lost in the shuffle?  What 
have my parents passed on to me that makes 

life meaningful?  What are we giving the children 
in our families that the give them a foundation for 
living? 

In an article entitled, God the Original 
Parent, (Christian Century, June 30, 2021)  
Pastor Matt Fitzgerald gives us a good starting 
point. “Before you had a human parent, you had 
a perfect one. Children are made in God’s 
image.” 

Parenting can be profoundly joyful and 
profoundly difficult.  The space between the two 
is filled with countless challenges, decisions, and 
questions.  It is a growing place for children and 
parents as they discover the image of God with 
which they are blessed and the redemptive love 
that is part of it. 

What this demands of us is presence, the 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
closeness that nurture the life God gave to each 
of us. 
From the musings of a great grandparent, 
Robert Hutchison.    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
Sunday Lectionary Readings 
Revised Common Lectionary 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
The Year of Mark “B” 

 
ORDER OF READINGS: 
First Reading / Psalm  

Second Reading / Gospel 
 
 

+ Pentecost 10 - Sunday, August 1, 2021   
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a / Psalm 51:1-12 
Ephesians 4:1-16 / John 6:24-35 
 
+ Pentecost 11 - Sunday, August 8, 2021  
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 / Psalm 130 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 / John 6:35, 41-51 
 
+ Pentecost 12 - Sunday, August 15, 2021  
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 / Psalm 111 
Ephesians 5:15-20 / John 6:51-58 
 
+ Pentecost 13 - Sunday, August 22, 2021  
1 Kings 8:[1,6,10-11] 22-30, 41-43 / Psalm 84 
Ephesians 6:10-20 / John 6:56-69 
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+ Pentecost 14 - Sunday, August 29, 2021  
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 / Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
James 1:17-27 / Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
+ Pentecost 15 - Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 / Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 / Mark 7:24-37 
 
+ Pentecost 16 - Sunday, September 12, 2021  
Proverbs 1:20-33 / Psalm 19 or Wisdom 7:26-8:1 
James 3:1-12 / Mark 8:27-38 
 
+ Pentecost 17 - Sunday, September 19, 2021  
Proverbs 31:10-31 / Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a / Mark 9:30-37 
 
+ Pentecost 18 - Sunday, September 26, 2021  
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 / Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20 / Mark 9:38-50 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 PRAYERS  
 

“...I was sick and you took care of me...” 

(Matthew 25:36) 
 

Please reach out to those who suffer in any way of 

mind, body, or spirit, and for those who are growing 

in their faith, and care for them through the power of 

prayer. 
 

 Prayers for the world: The victims, families, 

and others affected by war, natural disasters, 

poverty, disease, oppressive governmental policies. 

Those impacted by the COVID-19; by the wild 

fires throughout our provinces; by the discovery 

of children’s remains on the sites of former 

residential schools. 

 Special Prayers for members of our 

congregation and of the community:  
 

Andrea Porter; Alea Fletcher. 
 

 
 

 Our members who reside in retirement / 

nursing homes and other facilities of care: Ruth 

Heinbuch, Evelyn Hitzeroth,  Marie Matthies, 

Marcella Herman, Shirley Weicker, Elva Sippel, 

Catherine Sippel, Doris Weitzel. 
  

 Members at home:  

Doris Winhold, Rosemary Beynon. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
May we hold high the cherished memories of those 

whose time of departure has come and now await 

the coming of Christ in glory. 
 

AUGUST 

 DEATH ANNIVERSARIES  

 

Gloria Schaefer ~ August 6, 2007 

Ruby Wilker ~ August 6, 2007 

Lorne Yausie ~ August 25, 2008 

Margaret Scheerer ~ August 14, 2010 

John Blum ~ August 11, 2012 

Doris Rudy ~ August 23, 2012 

Leona McGregor ~ August 8, 2014 

Miss Marie Kaufmann ~ August 25, 2016 

Doris Fryfogel ~ August 31, 2019 

 

 SEPTEMBER  

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Roy Sippel ~ September 22, 2009 

Betty Lou Ramseyer ~ September 16, 2014 

Reta Schmidt ~ September 1, 2018 

Walter Blum ~ September 28, 2020  

Robert Wettlaufer ~ September 28, 2020  
 

“I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever.”   (Psalm 23:6b) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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                         AUGUST 

Ruth Albrecht  August 16, 1936    85 Years 

Irene Krantz  August 17, 1930 91 Years 

Ewald Negrazis  August 28, 1928 93 Years 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Pearl Riley September 3, 1934 87 Years 

Howard Wittig September 24, 1933 88 Years 

Ruth Heinbuch September 9, 1919 102 Years 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Trinity will be open for in-person worship 
services beginning Sunday, August 1, 2021. 
Trinity will continue measures and 
procedures to reduce the transmission risk 
of COVID-19covid 19. This includes, but is 
not limited to: 

 Screening (including tracking 
information). 

 Mandatory masks or face coverings.*  
 Use of hand-sanitizer. 
 Physical distancing (6ft. minimum 

distance); restricted pew access, building 
access, and washroom access. 

 Cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces and 
objects pre and post service. 

 Restricted movement within the worship 
space. 

 No singing permitted at this time. No 
physical sharing of the peace. 

 Maximum capacity of 60 people in the 
worship space (no access to balcony). 

 No coffee hour at this time. 
 People displaying any of the symptoms of 

COVID-19 or who do not feel well and 
asked to stay home and access the 
service through the post service on-line 
link or the telephone access number. 

*The Province of Ontario has mandated face 
coverings in indoor spaces. Face coverings must 
cover the nose, mouth and chin. Some 
exemptions to the use of face coverings apply. 
Face coverings are strongly recommended 
outdoors where physical distancing between 
members outside a person’s household is 
difficult to maintain.  
 

The Trinity worship team will record the in 
person Sunday worship service and 
make it available for people to view on-
line and on the telephone access line.  

 

Dial In Service Recording: 1-833-620-1256 
Youtube Channel: http://www.trinitytavistock.com/youtube 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityTavistock 

 

10:00 A.M. 

UPCOMING IN-PERSON  

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

AUGUST 2021 
 

Pentecost 10 - Sunday, August 1, 2021 
Pentecost 11 - Sunday, August 8, 2021 

Pentecost 12 - Sunday, August 15, 2021 
Pentecost 13 - Sunday, August 22, 2021 
Pentecost 14 - Sunday, August 29, 2021 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

Pentecost 15 - Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Pentecost 16 - Sunday, September 12, 2021 
Pentecost 17 - Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Pentecost 18 - Sunday, September 26, 2021 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

http://www.trinitytavistock.com/youtube
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityTavistock
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 
[WEATHER PERMITTING] 

Sunday, August 22, 2021 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Bring your lawn chair and join us for 
an outdoor worship service on the 
grounds of Trinity. Masking and 
social distancing will be required but 
singing will be permitted!  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JAM (JESUS AND ME – Sunday School) 
 

**INFORMATION TO COME** 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nith Valley Shared Ministry 

Confirmation Program 
 

To be continued in the fall of 2021 

NVMA Youth Activities 
 

FALL ACTIVITIES  

ARE BEING PLANNED! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ENVELOPE REMINDER 
Church Council, in consultation with the 
Shepherding Committee, decided in 2020 to 
discontinue using the traditional boxed printed 
donation envelopes. In place of the boxed 
printed envelopes, there will be made available 
boxes of blank envelopes, which will require you 
to write on the front of the blank envelopes your 
previous envelope number, the date, your name, 
and a breakdown of where you want the 
donation to go (Current, Missions, Church 
Improvement Fund, or Specials). If you would 
like a box of these blank envelopes (and also 
when you run out) please contact Kim Wettlaufer 
at the church to arrange pick-up.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER  
CHURCH MEETINGS 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL: 
Wed. Aug. 11 @ 7:00 p.m. 
Wed. Sept. 8 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE:  
Wed. Aug. 25 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2020-2021  
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 

COUNCIL CHAIR: Shirley Russwurm 
VICE COUNCIL CHAIR: Jon Ross 
COUNCIL SECRETARY: Janet Heinbuch 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Linda Keller, Joan 
Lupton, Sherri Negrazis, Wayne Perschbacher, 
Donna Swartzentruber, Richard Wilker, Pastor 
Rick (Ex-Officio). 

 

Council Committee Representatives 
 

Social Committee: Sherri Negrazis. 
Cemetery & Grounds: Wayne Perschbacher 
Church Property: Richard Wilker. 
Care & Support: Donna Swartzentruber. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
HIGHLIGHTS OF E-MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

 

~ Cemetery: Randy has centered Jarrett 
Rudy’s flat marker.  It wasn’t centered properly 
by the monument company. Bob Kollman is 
working on getting Randy’s contract ready for 
this year. Janet mentioned that there are two 
dead trees on the west side of the cemetery.  
Richard Wilker will look into it. 
~ Church Property:  M & G Carpentry have 
repaired the eaves trough. The social distancing 
red x’s on the pavement around the outside of 
the church are still in good shape. The social 
distancing stickers inside the church are still in 
place and in good shape. An email was received 
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by Jon from the officer involved regarding the 
price of restitution regarding the off-roading 
driver.  Jon advised him that the gate has been 
fixed at no cost to us and that perhaps a letter 
of apology would be appropriate in this case. 
~ Worship:  Video services continue.  We are 
grateful to all of our volunteers both new and 
old for their help. We have not been able to 
contact the Klassen’s as yet about their concert 
for September 25th, 2022.   
~ Finance: The deficit has grown by $5,000.00 
this last month. Financial appeals will continue 
to be added to Trinity video services. CEWS has 
been applied for and we have received 
$3,946.10 for the months of January to April. 
~ Treasurer’s Report: TCC 21-29 MSC – “that 
the financial report for May 12, 2021 be received 
and approved including the accounts for May 
2021.”  [M – Rich W; S – Jon R; C] 
~ Reservation Requests: Jon and Sylvia Rudy 
have reserved a lot for the future internment of 
their urns. 
~ Council Members: 1 needed to fill council to 
its quota. 
~ Church Service Options Survey:  We have 
received 14 emailed survey responses. The 
following numbers are based on them.  One 
survey has been dropped off at the church. It 
hasn’t been included in the following numbers:                          
How often do you watch Trinity’s services? 
50% watch every week   35% couple of times   
7% haven’t seen it yet 
What do you think of the video services? 
43%   love it   7% like it   21% not a fan 
Once we return to in person services do you 
want us to continue to make it available on line?            
1 person wants them to continue, 7 people want 
to live stream from home. 4 people want to be 
able to watch the service at any time and 1 
person wants to continue to watch the Nith 
Valley services. 
Finances:   
54% give regardless   small percentage only 
when they come   some said when they come 
and through PAR.  
In general most respondents would like to see 
more local outreach, community suppers etc.                  

The survey has only been out for 5 days so 
there has been a good response so far. We have 
10% back from what was emailed out. 
~ Vacation Bible School: Grace United is 
holding a 3 day long day camp, July 6 – 8, for 7 
– 10 year olds.  If we have anyone asking about 
VBS we will direct them to Grace United.  At this 
time we don’t know what the Mennonite 
Churches are planning. 
~ Ecumenical Service in the Park: Pastor 
Rick is in charge of this years’ service in the 
park.  He is planning a video service and looking 
into possibly recording it outside. 
~ Pandemic Updates: Ontario is moving into 
Phase One of re-opening and we will be able to 
have in person services indoors of 15% capacity 
or about 30 people. Pastor Rick is looking at 
opening for in person services on July 11, 2021. 
Discussions are being held about holding an 
outdoor service. We would ask everyone to 
bring a lawn chair and set up with social 
distancing. However, this service would again be 
dependent on the weather.                 
~ Synod Assembly Update: Janet has 
received all of her information and everything is 
ready for the June 25th – 26th conference. 
~ Annual Meeting Update: Things are still 
somewhat uncertain however we hope that we 
can have our Annual Meeting this fall. 
~ Cemetery Decoration Service: Sunday, 
August 15, 2021 at 2:30 p.m. The planning of 
an outdoor Decoration Service is being 
considered.  A reminder to decorate the 
cemetery will be included in our video services.  
Taking pictures of the decorated graves to put in 
a Decoration Service video with music was also 
discussed. 
~ Nursing Home Devotions: Currently on 
hold.  
~ Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, August 
11, 2021 at 7:00pm.   
~ Adjournment – 8:17 p.m. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CEMETERY  
DECORATION 

IN-PERSON  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Sunday, August 15, 2021 
2:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
AUGUST & SEPTEMBER  

**AT A QUICK GLANCE** 
~ Sun. Aug. 1: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Sun. Aug. 8: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Wed. Aug. 11: Congregation Council Monthly 
meeting at 7:00 pm 
~ Sun. Aug. 15: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 

~ Sun. Aug. 15: In-person Cemetery Decoration 
Worship Service at 2:30 pm 
~ Sun. Aug. 22: In-person Outdoor Worship Service 
at 10 am 
~ Wed. Aug. 25: Worship Committee meeting at 7:00 
pm 
~ Sun. Aug. 29: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Sun. Sept. 5: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Wed. Sept. 8: Congregation Council Monthly 
meeting at 7:00 pm 
~ Sun. Sept. 12: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Sun. Sept. 19: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~ Sun. Sept. 26: In-person Worship Service at 10 am 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

e-news! Would you or someone you know like 

to receive a digital version of this newsletter? 

Please email trinitylcoffice@gmail.com to subscribe. 

If you would like to contribute to an issue of 

“Trinity Notes & News” please contact Pastor Rick 

or Church Secretary Kim Wettlaufer.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SUPPORTER OF TAP 

Tavistock Assistance Program 
“Giving a cup of cold water in 

the name of Jesus” 

519-655-3500   
       tapisforyou@outlook.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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